
Museum of Flying, Santa Monica, California

Museum of Flying Host WASP
Women Air Force Service Pilots
The Museum of Flying hosted 
“The Greatest Generation Meets 
The Next Generation: Women 
in Flight” a screening and panel 
event to celebrate the Women 
Airforce Service Pilots of  WWII 
- also known as WASP - over 
Veterans Day weekend on Sunday, 
November 12, 2017. 

The Guests of Honor included 
Women Airforce Service Pilots 
Beverly Beesemyer, Alyce Rohrer, 
and Shirley Kruse and also featured 
women pilots from the Navy, Army, 
Air Force, and Marines. Oscar-
nominated director Matia Karrell, 
of The Red Door Films, stated, “We 
want to bring attention to these 
women’s place in our country’s 

history, to celebrate them, and 
to raise funds for the Red Door 
Films’ dramatic series, FlyGirls 
and the accompanying educational 
documentary, “Coming Home.” 

This unique group of American 
women answered the call to serve 
their country in what was then 
possibly the most radical way 
possible. By the end of  World 
War II, members of the WASP – 
Women Airforce Service Pilots – 
had logged time in just about every 
type of aircraft in the U.S. armed 
services inventory, from frontline 
fi ghters to heavy bombers.

The WASP were unceremoniously 
deactivated in December 1944.

FedEx 
Delivers a 727

Make-over on Time
for the Holidays! 

PHOTO BY CHAD SLATTERY
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The World
On Time...

FedEx employees from left to right: Mario Batuhan, Jorge Samia, Matthew Thompson, Jesus Velazquez, Ryan Miller, Jose Rivas, 
Alejandro Barba and Jack Earls, Senior Manager, Air Operations. Museum of Flying employees: Daniel J. Ryan, Director, Steve 
Benesch, Operations Manager, Chris Patrick, Connie Schurr, Gabriela Esparza.   

FedEx delivers once more! The 
Museum of Flying is happy to 
announce the refurbishment of its 
Boeing 727-200 cockpit. One of the 
favorite and most-visited exhibits 
in the Museum.

FedEx employees graciously 
donated their time and expertise for 
the better part of 2 weeks in order 
to give the cockpit a face-lift.

The exterior was washed, waxed 
and repainted. On the inside new 
lighting and panels were added 
to the entrance along with new 
fl ooring, new electrical wiring, the 
replacement of broken parts and 
paint touch ups in the cockpit.

A terrifi c job by FedEx.
Stop by and take a look!
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Museum of Flying Resident Artist, MIKE MACHAT
Artist, author, and historian Mike 
Machat is a well-known American 
aviation personality who has 
dedicated his career to preserving 
and documenting aviation history. 
As a teenager he spent endless 
hours sketching aircraft at New 
York area airports, and eventually 
traded his artwork for fl ying lessons 
to earn private and commercial 
pilot certifi cates.

After completing the Foundation 
Art Program at New York’s Pratt 
Institute, Mike served in the U.S. 
Air Force and with the National 
Security Agency before relocating 
to Los Angeles. He earned a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from 
California State University, Long 
Beach, and was hired by McDonnell 
Douglas as a technical illustrator in 
1977. Mike worked on the DC-9, 
DC-10, MD-80, A-4, T-45, YC-
15, KC-10, and C-17 Programs, 
and advanced through the ranks to 
become Staff Artist and Corporate 
Representative.  

In 1984, Mike established his own 
aviation art studio and was elected 
fi rst president of the American 
Society of Aviation Artists.  He 

also served as president of the 
Society of Illustrators of Los 
Angeles and is a senior fl ight-rated 
member of the U.S. Air Force 
Documentary Art Program. His 
award-winning aviation artwork 
graces the permanent collections of 
the National Air & Space Museum, 
National Soaring Museum, National 
Museum of Naval Aviation, and in

the Pentagon.

As an aviator, Mike logged more 
than 2,000 fl ights in sailplanes and 
has fl own in nearly 250 different 
types of aircraft. He was the fi rst Air 
Force Artist to fl y in the Rockwell 
B-1B Lancer and Grumman F-14 
Tomcat while participating in a 
U.S. Navy exchange program.

Mike designed and produced 
murals for the Bob Hope Airport 
terminal building in Burbank, 
California, the Air Force Flight 
Test Center Museum at Edwards 
Air Force Base, and the Museum of 
Flying in Santa Monica, California 
for which he won the prestigious 
Combs Gates Award from the 
National Aviation Hall of  Fame.

Mike Machat in front of one of the many murals he painted that grace the walls of the Museum of Flying in Santa Monica., California
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Our Mission, 
To Preserve and Present the History of Aviation
The Museum of Flying was 
originally established as the 
Donald W. Douglas Museum and 
Library of Santa Monica in 1979 
by Donald Douglas Jr., the 2nd 
President of the Douglas Aircraft 
Company. The Museum was 
originally located at 3200 Airport 
Avenue at the Santa Monica Airport 
and held a collection of many 
awards decorations, and personal 
artifacts belonging to Donald Wills 
Douglas.

In 1989, the Museum was relocated 
and renamed the Museum of Flying. 
It occupied a new building on the 
Northwest corner of the Santa 
Monica Airport.  That version of 
the Museum closed at the end of 
the summer of 2002 due to internal 
issues. The Museum of Flying  was 
re-established and reopened at 

the Southeast corner of the Santa 
Monica Airport at 3100 Airport 
Avenue in February of 2012.

The current Museum of Flying 
Features nearly two dozen aircraft 
from a Wright Flyer replica to 
aircraft of the jet age including a 
Boeing 727 cockpit.  It houses many 
exhibits, aviation art, and artifacts 
in almost 20,000 square feet of 
display space and is also home to 
the California Aviation Hall of 
Fame. Many aviation legends have 
been inducted since its inception 
and inaugural induction ceremony 
in 2014.

The mission of the Museum of 
Flying  is to preserve and present 
the history of aviation with special 
emphasis on the Douglas Aircraft 
Company formerly headquartered 

at the Santa Monica Airport for 
more than forty years.  It offers 
free group tours to public schools 
encouraging the youth of our 
community  in the importance of 
excelling in STEM curriculum 
in order to succeed as productive 
adults in this every evolving 
technology driven era.

The Museum relies on the 
generosity of our donors and 
supporters to continue our mission 
to preserve and present the history 
of aviation and aerospace through 
our educational programs, events, 
collections, exhibits and aircraft.  
Please consider a year-end gift to 
help us continue these important 
programs and services.  

Your contributions are 
Tax Deductible! 

Consider Donating 
Appreciated Stock or 

Other Securities
(A double benefi t for donors)

The Museum of Flying has a 
brokerage account in which you 
can easily donate appreciated 
stocks or other securities.  In doing 
so, the donor avoids the capital 
gains tax on the appreciated stock 
or securities and enjoys the tax 
benefi t of a charitable contribution.  
For more information, please 
contact the Museum of Flying or 
visit our website.  Thanks for your 
consideration to this simple and 
easy way to give.

The Museum of Flying  is a 
501 (c) (3) nonprofi t organization 
Federal Taxpayer ID # 23-7412316 
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DAVE ADAMS
Lead Docent

Dave Adams today serving as a docent for the 
Museum of Flying usually in the Boeing 727. 

Dave Adams education includes 
70+ years of life. He graduated from 
California High School in Whittier, 
holds a BS from UC Berkeley, has 
USAF Pilot Training with a C-141 
upgrade and Special Ops training, 
an MBA from Pepperdine and 
also studied Business Systems and 
Information Technology.

Adams fl ying education started 
in 1955 following the Yuba City 
and Marysville fl ood. Dave was 
fortunate to accompany his pastor  
on a trip to retrieve his Pastor’s 
Cessna 120 stranded at the local 
airport. The  pastor gave him his 
fi rst hands-on lesson in fl ying on 
the return fl ight.

Seven years later he was taught 
how to fl y “by and beyond the 
book” at Fullerton airport by a fl ight 
instructor licensed in the 1930’s. 
“He taught me things about aircraft 
that the USAF never did”, states 
Adams. After receiving his license, 
he became a board member of the 
Fullerton Pilots Association fl ying 
many of its leaseback aircraft. By 
the time he joined the Air Force 
he had more hours than his fi rst 
two USAF fl ight instructors. He 
remained a member of the FPA 
while stationed at Norton in San 
Bernadino in the 15th MAS and 
continued fl ying private aircraft on 
days off C-141 trips.

After training at Hurlburt in Florida 
Dave spent 1970 as an ALO/FAC 

in Vietnam, 340 missions along the 
Cambodian border and elsewhere,
returning to Norton, his family and 
the C-141 until 1972. 

Two growing boys and years on 
call convinced Adams to leave the 
USAF and take an job at Aviation 
Unlimited in Van Nuys as instructor 
and general operations manager. 

Seeking a career change, I entered 
the new world of electronics and 
personal computers as a planner, 
production control manager 
and ultimately as a Director of 
Information Technology (IT). To 
share what I was learning I taught 
evenings and weekends at the 
Learning Tree in Chatsworth. 

After 35 years on the “Bleeding 
Edge” of IT, I retired a few 
years ago to share some of my 
experiences with our public at the 
Museum of Flying and especially 
with the young people that I like to 
call our “new pilots”.  

100 Years of FLIGHT!
Santa Monica 
Airport Celebrates! 
Join the Museum of Flying on May 
20, 2018 for an historic celebration 
on the 100th birthday of the Santa 
Monica Airport.

Events will take place throughout  
the airport area from 12:00pm to 
5:00pm followed by dinner at the 
Museum of Flying from 5:00pm to 
9:00pm that evening.

20 Unique planes will be on display 
across the street from the Museum 
of Flying in the Barker Hanger 
tie down area. Those expected to 
attend are: City of Santa Monica 
offi cials, Santa Monica Airport 
Association members, and staff and 
guests from Angel Flight, AOPA 
and Atlantic Aviation.

Celebrate with the Museum of 
Flying. Check our website for 
ticket information in early 2018.
http://www.museumoffl ying.org

Bill Eyre a volunteer at the 
Museum of Flying since 2006 
and the restoration team leader 
is the 2016 recipient of The 
Charles Taylor Master Mechanic 
Award named in honor of the fi rst 
aviation mechanic in powered 
fl ight (Wright Brothers mechanic). 
The Charles Taylor “Master 
Mechanic” Award recognizes the 
lifetime accomplishments of senior 
mechanics. It was awarded to Bill 
Eyre for his 50 years in aviation.

Eyre earned his Airframe and 
Powerplant license in 1961 then 
worked for Mohawk Airlines from  
1962 until 1965 when he became a
research engineer at Rocketdyne 
working on cryogenic testing for 
NASA. As the Senior Test Engineer 
for Parker Aircra�  in 1967, Bill 
worked on the Lunar Landing 
Module. moving on to become the 
Senior Test Engineer for National 
Water Li�  Company in 1970 to 
work on the B747 rudder and 
aileron hydraulic systems. In 1974 
he took the position of Senior  

Quality Control Engineer for U.S. 
Gauge and worked on aircra�  
instruments. 

Eyre’s background propelled his 
career and he become Aviation 
Safety Inspector for the FAA in 
1976 for manufacturing inspection. 
In 1980, as Principal Aviation 
Safety Inspector  for the FAA he 
was responsible for the Hughes 
Helicopter facility in Culver City. 
� en in 1985 he became Principal 
Aviation Safety Inspector for the 
FAA, responsible for Continental 
Airlines. in 1989 Eyre’s hard work 
was rewarded once again when he 
became Supervisor Safety Inspector 
for FAA responsible for Geographic 
coverage for all airlines operating 
from LAX. 

A� er that stint with the FAA Eyre 
rose to Manager of the Los Angeles 
Flight Standards District O�  ce 
1998 to 2006 and his responsibilities 
included overseeing 60 Inspectors 
working in the Los Angeles area 
until he retired.

BILL EYRE
Restoration 
Volunteer Team Leader
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Museum of Flying signs $1.00 Lease
On August 9, 2017 the City of Santa 
Monica took steps to guarantee that 
the Museum of Flying will remain 
open for years to come. 

A ceremonial signing of a $1.00 
lease for fi ve years and an option to 
renew for an additional fi ve years 
was attended by City offi cials, 
Museum Board members, staff and 
friends of the Museum.

The Museum is unique in that 
it chronicles the history of the 
Douglas Aircraft Company and the 
factory that was located on the west 
side of the Santa Monica Airport’s 
runway. 

In addition  to its cultural and 
educational value, the museum 
functions as an event venue for other 
organizations. In return for rental  
fees, the  museum has  committed  
to  continuing  free  tours  for public 
schools  and  allowing  the  City  to  
use  the facility  four  times  per  year  
free for  community events. Ryan  
said,  “The  Museum  of  Flying  is 
important  because  it  preserves 
the history of the Douglas  Aircraft  
Company  and  the  SMO airport.”

Left to right: Clay Lacy, Aviation Legend; David G. Price, Chairman of the Museum of Flying; Tony Vasquez, Santa Monica City Council; 
Daniel J. Ryan, Managing Director of the Museum of Flying; Gleam Davis, Mayor Pro-Tem, Santa Monica; Patrick E. Bailey, Board 
Member, the Museum of Flying; Betty Bazar and Si Robin of Sensor Systems

A Special Tribute to David G. Price

David G. Price, Chairman of the Museum of Flying in the North American AT-6, a WWII 
advanced training aircraft.

The Grumman F6F Hellcat, formerly owned by David G. Price, was flown in and displayed 
in front of the Museum of Flying for the tribute to Mr. Price.

A special tribute was given to 
the Founder and Chairman of the 
Museum of fl ying, David G. Price, 
on Wednesday, October 18th, 2017 
at the Museum of Flying. 

Organized by Dallas Price Van 
Breda and sponsored by Aerlex 

Law Group and Sensor Systems, 
the program included verbal 
tributes from long time friends 
and business associates including 
Dallas Price Van Breda. Prior to 
the luncheon a video tribute from 
Bruce Lockwood, the former 
Director of Aircraft Restoration 

at the Museum of Flying and the 
1997 and 1998 Unlimited National 
Air Racing Champion was played. 
Patrick E. Bailey, Secretary, Board 
of Directors of the Museum of 
Flying also gave a verbal tribute 
before the luncheon. 
A compilation of photos and video 
clips of the life of David G. Price 
was played during the luncheon. 
Afterwards there were additional 

verbal tributes given by Stephan 
R. Hofer, Principal, Aerlex Law 
Group and former Board Member 
of the Museum of Flying; David 
Pillsbury, former CEO, American 
Golf Corporation and former Senior 
Vice President of the PGA Tour and 
also by Clay Lacy, aviation legend, 
world aviation record holder and 
member of the California Aviation 
Hall of Fame.


